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Character Analysis
The Novel: Pat + Sam by Lisa KO explores some of the pertinent issues in marriage. The novel explores in a very broad, honest and empathetic way how the two characters, that is, Pat and Sam express their infatuations at their first meeting (Ko 6). As such, the novel presents the exciting flushes of love moments the two characters had despite the fear of the looming alienation. Pat, who proves to be the main character in the novel, undergoes major changes in the novel in the attempt to express his affectionate feelings to Sam. Her marriage tribulations in the first marriage do not deter her from genuinely approaching Sam to marry her. Although she has two children, she critically thinks of the fate of raising two children singlehandedly and tactfully approaches Sam whom she ends up winning his hand in marriage. This marks a greater change in Pat’s life. Therefore, the paper will attempt to examine some of Pat’s character traits in the novel and how such traits facilitates the development of a stronger plot and unveils some of the key thematic concerns in the novel.
Character traits in literature denote the valued aspects of an individual's behavior. Every individual has a character trait, both bad and good (Devilito et al., 186). Such traits are often arrived at following the actions of a character in a novel, whatever other characters say about the character, or at times the character's thoughts. In the Novel, Pat+ Sam, both characters emerge as major characters. The two characters dominate the story and it is through them that we find the writer stands a better chance of exploring the major concerns in the novel: alienation and love. Moreover, Pat, through his major dynamism to unveil empathy and honesty towards loving Sam amidst the fear of alienation, outstands as the protagonist in the novel.
Pat is seen as an empathetic and sympathetic character.  As Ko argues, Pat’s maturity in love affairs makes her sympathize with Sam’s condition (2). It is revealed that Sam's life had been full of misfortunes right from the family affairs. It is stated that Sam as a kid used to live in ten different homes. This lifestyle made him like hovering around and later started dating various girls. The most shocking part is that Sam could not take long with such girls. "He had never been with a woman longer than four months…” (Ko 2). As such, Pat sought for ways the most effective ways of getting Sam out of the mess. She thus tactfully approached him and expressed her infatuations that saw Sam fall for him too. 
Again, Pat stands out as an honest character. To express his love to Sam, he first inquires advice from her mother on the best way forward. Being that Pat has two children from her first marriage, she played her cards well by first winning Sam's heart. Subsequently, she was able to candidly disclose her life history. She says, “these are my daughters…, I am sorry I didn’t say anything earlier… (Ko 6)” the truth sets her free despite the apprehensive mood that she finds herself. The strong affectionate feelings that Sam had developed for her makes him remain firm in acceptance to be the father of the children. 
Through such traits of honesty, affection, and empathy, the characters have helped in the advancement of the plot.  As the characters face a series of changes in their love journey, we can deduce the rising action, climax when the two characters fully express their affectionate feelings, and finally the denouement when the issue of alienation arises. Also, the characters help the writer succeed in exploring such pertinent thematic concerns as alienation and love.
Concerning the character's place in the novel, major characters, there exist two key conflicts. Pat undergoes both internal and external conflict: character versus self and character versus characters respectively. In the character versus character’s conflict, we find both characters trying to express their love for each other. Amidst the atrocities each character is battling: uncertainty of acceptance by each character, both characters eventually merge their affections (Ko 12). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Further, another conflict, character versus self is seen when Pat struggles to disclose her life history. Having been, married with two children, she finds it difficult to reveal the truth to Sam on their first date. She undergoes interpersonal conflict while looking for the right manner of convincing Sam why she failed to reveal her marriage story. This conflict is later resolved in the climax of the novel when Pat remorsefully explains her situation with the ex-husband (Ko 6). The major conflicts explored in the story enable the writer to explain some of the shortcomings in marriage and their possible solutions. 
After having reviewed all the pertinent issues, it is clear the character traits make a character change and thus help develop the plot of a novel. The two characters in the now change independently thus enabling the writer to fully underscore some key concerns like love. However, Pat emerges as the protagonist through her ardent ambition to love Sam.  Pat's honesty, empathy, and sympathy towards Sam make her win Sam's hand in marriage despite the major conflicts involved in the affair. It therefore imperative for most characters to uphold such values as honesty in life to help overcome marriage problems. 
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